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Notes from the Pastor… 

Summer is just flying by. It’s hard to believe 
the August newsletter is going out soon. That 
means Fall is coming. 
We will be starting Sunday school again and 
the usual Fall activities: LifeLight Bible Study, 
college student Bible studies, and so on. This year, due to several 
schedule conflicts, our Sunday school will be beginning a week 
later than usual, on September 16. 
 

One new study I want to point out is the 
Sunday morning Bible class, which will be Every 
One His Witness, the new Witness workshop 
produced by our Synod. Its goal is to support 
and strengthen all of us in our testimony to the 
gospel given us in Jesus Christ. It will give us 
tools to speak the Christian faith to those 
around us in our everyday lives. 

 
There are a lot of competing ideas about witnessing, but many of 
these are not faithful to the Scriptures and what we know and 
believe as Lutheran Christians. In God’s Word, we see many 
examples of God calling His people to bear witness, people 
responding to that call by being faithful witnesses, and most 
importantly, God coming in the flesh to bear witness to the truth. 
Isaiah 43 is a good passage, where God spoke, Isaiah 43:1-2,10–
11 (ESV) But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O 
Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
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redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2  When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3  
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior. … 10  “You are my witnesses,” declares 
the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, 
that you may know and believe me and 
understand that I am he. Before me no god was 
formed, nor there any after me. 11  I, I am the Lord, 
and besides me there is no savior.  
 
We are God’s witnesses, because He has called us. He has come 
to be our Savior, our Only Savior. God wants us and others to 
have the certainty of his salvation. 
The workshop is designed to go six weeks. I anticipate we’ll take a 
little longer than that. That’s OK. We’ll learn and grow and work 
together to know and be more capable of speaking what our God 
has done for us. 
 
The blessing of Jesus be with you this month,  

 
Pastor Rob Franck 
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Wonder what is happening with the missionaries and missions 
supported by Mt. Olive?  There is a loose leaf notebook on a 
table in the narthex with updates and newsletters included.  
Check it out when you have a moment and enjoy the news! 

 

Our members participating in Christ Academy… 
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Notes from the Director… 
As I composed this message the Viking's start 

training camp today and the end of summer 

appears in sight.  Despite the variable weather it 

has been an excellent summer at Mount Olive.  

Despite the other activities you have all continued 

to attend services on a regular basis and share in the fellowship that is Mount 

Olive.  At the July Board of Elders meeting Dee Anderson who has been 

graciously donating her time and talents with Carol Farchmin and Terry 

Trogdon who also have donated their time and efforts to the 

basement bathroom remodeling project and at the meeting a 

presentation was made regarding options/recommendations 

for the project, tentative decisions have been made regarding 

the materials, color scheme, etc and the next stage will be to 

obtain bids from contractors to perform the remodeling project.  The Board 

of Elders would also like to welcome three new members who have agreed 

to serve the Lord on the Board of Elders. The new elders are Barry Fuchs, 

Joseph Meichsner and Seth Stepec and we would like to 
welcome them as members of the Board and thank them for 

agreeing to serve the Lord in this capacity and we look 

forward to working them.   With the impending arrival of 

fall Sunday school will be starting and with more classes to 

allow for more age appropriate lessons and there will be many 

other opportunities to worship and serve the Lord at Mount Olive in the 

upcoming months.   

As summer ends and as school begins we would like to wish God's 

Blessings on our young members who will be departing to continue their 

educations and we pray that they display the love for the Lord and others 

that they have learned at Mount Olive and we will keep all of you in our 

thoughts and prayers.  Although the summer has passed rapidly Jayne, 

Abagail and I were again able to attend my Mother's family reunion and it 

was a fantastic trip back in time seeing members of the wonderful family 

and friends I was privileged to grow up with and although we have lost a 

few family members over the last year we look forward to seeing them again 

in heaven. Have a safe and enjoyable end to the summer of 2018 and we 

look forward to seeing you at Mount Olive. 

Yours in Christ,   

Ed Martinson 

 
 

*Board of Elders Meeting August 20
th

, 6:00 pm 
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From the Church Office… 
I hope everyone is enjoying this great weather and all 

the activities of summer.  I always amazed at how 

fast plants grow when summer finally takes off!   

Enjoy the sunshine when we have it….and enjoy the 

remaining days of summer. Thank goodness it has 

been a warm summer!  (The previous Church Editor says): 

1. Refresh your mind by reading the “good news” in the Bible. 

2. Face the billowy breeze of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Swim continually in God’s love. 

4. Shower yourself with God’s beautiful blessings. 

5. Drink from the springs of living water that will quench your 

thirst forever. 

6. Splash on all of God’s gifts and become a sweet smelling 

fragrance. 

(Connie’s quotes never get old!) 

 

 

God Bless you! 

 

Julie 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  Our garden angels have done it again!  I love coming into the 

church in the morning and seeing the beautiful flowers … Thank you for 

doing the hard work so we can enjoy the beauty!  

 

Primary Election 
August 14th 

 

  



7  Highlights                                                                                  August 2018 

LWML Circle News:  

 Lydia Circle will meet for a noon potluck 
lunch and get together at Joyce Ottinger’s on 
Thursday, August 2nd. 

 Rebecca Circle will meet on Wednesday, August 15th, at 
11:00 a.m. for a Cabin Outing.  This will be a Pot-luck outing at 
the Reinemann Cabin in Solon Springs, on Lake St. Croix.  
Come about 11:00 – Boat Rides, games, visiting, potluck 
about 12:00 pm.  Circle members will be 
called as a reminder and for directions.  
Anyone is welcome!  (Invite summer 
guests, seniors)  Just call Pam Reinemann 
(722-3752) to let her know. 

 
 

Mites collected thru July totaled $134.97 
($955.84.44YTD) 

Thank you so much for your generous support! 

 

2018-2020 Mission Grants 

 

New Mite goal of $139,000 set for the 2018-2020 Biennium. 

Find out more about the grants being funded, visit the Mission Grants 

webpage. 

LWML Mission Statement 

The mission of the Lutheran Women's 

Missionary League is to assist each woman of 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 

affirming her relationship with the Triune God 

so that she is enabled to use her gifts in 

ministry to the people of the world. 
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Mission Sunday August 19 
Rev. Daniel Jastram 

        Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serve the Lord as career missionaries 

through The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod (LCMS) in northern Asia, based 

in Tokyo, Japan.  In this role Daniel helps develop and implement a strategic 

mission plan for this area.  He coordinates theological education opportunities 

and also supervises and evaluates theological educators throughout northern 

Asia.  When needed, Daniel teaches courses at Japan Lutheran Theological 

Seminary, Tokyo. 

Daniel was born in Shibata, Japan and raised overseas in an LCMS 

missionary family.  His childhood congregation was Shibata Lutheran Church, 

Japan.  He received a bachelor’s degree from the University of South Dakota, 

Vermillion, and both a master’s degree and a doctorate from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison.  He received his Master of Divinity from Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.  Before serving in Asia, he was a 

professor of theology at Concordia University, St. Paul, St. Paul, Minn., and 

Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon.  He also served as sole pastor of 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Forest Lake, Minn.  In his free time, Daniel enjoys 

reading, hiking and bookbinding. 

Joan was born in Mitchell, S.D., where her childhood congregation was 

Zion Lutheran Church.  She received both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree 

from the University of South Dakota, Vermillion.  She received her Doctor of 

Psychology (Psy.D.) degree from the Minnesota School of Professional 

Psychology at Argosy University, Twin Cities, Minn.  Before her missionary 

service in Asia, Joan worked as a clinical psychologist and plans to continue in 

this capacity.  Joan enjoys reading, hiking and cooking in her free time. 

Please pray for Daniel and Joan as they serve in northern Asia.  Pray for 

them as they transition to life in Asia, re-adapting their family’s culture and way 

of life to these new surroundings.  Ask God to give them renewed zeal to 

go out and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 

individuals they encounter where they work and live.  Please pray 

the hearts and ears of the people of Japan and northern Asia are 

prepared to hear and confess this Good News and the life that it 

brings.  Ask God to continue to give strength and guidance to the 

missionaries currently serving in this area.  Let us give thanks to God for the 

Jastrams who serve His children in this part of the world! 

We are collecting for the Jastram’s ministry this month because it was 
not done in June.  Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 

Greetings in Christ! 
It’s the biggest week at camp! Throughout the 

week the campers will be doing “big” things. . 

Performing Arts camp is also this week, and we have 

many campers glorifying God through their 

performing abilities. Finally, another full week of 

horse camp is going on, God is good! 

Our Home-School kick-off event will be coming up in August. We have 

some special instructors who will be covering topics such as dinosaurs, 

nature journals and astronomy. 

Summer 2018 Program Highlight 

Home School Kickoff Week 

Kick off the School Year with this unique family camp opportunity. 
There are activities to excite parents and students of all ages. 
Check our website for a full list of activities and learning 
opportunities. 
The cost for a full week of family fun is $250/ person with a family 
maximum of $1,000. Housing will be provided in cabins or our 
Retreat Center. Register early to select the option that works the 
best for your family 

Quilt Auction is coming up Saturday, August 4
th
. We have 244 quilts 

online (4 of these were pre-sold at the church that quilted them for a total 

of $800!). We also have nearly 50 baby quilts and lap robes that will be 

sold the morning of the auction and we have well over 100 silent auction 

items that are absolutely excited about. 

Online bidding has started for the Quilt Auction. Don’t let a really great 

quilt get bought before the auction. The minimum online bid is listed in 

the description, but you may bid lower to start. If the minimum online 

bid isn’t met, your bid will be the first on Saturday. You may also give 

us a maximum bid which will carry through to Saturday. 

We have a Special event the night before the quilt auction. It is intended 

for the quilters, volunteers, board members, and donors who support 

Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch. Please consider joining 

us for a reception at 4:30 and dinner at 5:00 with a special guest speaker 

and a special preview of the quilts. 

We have a great Family event over Labor Day Weekend. This has 

become a family tradition for many. You get the extra day for no charge! 

Enjoy the end of summer at Lutheran Island Camp. 
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Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The food shelf has been used consistently this summer, and the 
usual $300.00 per month is being spent and then some. We’ve 
been spending around $100.00 more each month; as a result, 
the food shelf fund is getting quite low. Thank you to everyone 
who supports this ministry in your Sunday contributions.  

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to the 
grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper Room. 
If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in the 
offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta and 
meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and 
cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice. Non-
food items include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229; 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles); 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles); 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
Total served thru July= 188 (6 Bible) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 

 
 Jefferson Street Block Party 
The annual Jefferson Street Block Party is happening a block below 

Mount Olive on Saturday afternoon, August 25
th
.  This is an open 

invitation for all members; if interested they would 

love for you to bring a side-dish (examples are: potato 

salad, baked beans, fruit or veggie trays).  If interested 

please call Liz @ Fishes and Loaves 428-3235 
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CHOICE, Unlimited Film Class Presentation 

Film Class Presentation 
Tuesday, August 14th 

Zeitgeist Zinema 
222 E Superior Street   

6pm 
Free Event 

(donations appreciated) 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Yes, it's time to think about Sunday 

School for the fall. We are wanting to 

divide our youngest class into two 

classes, and we are in need of another 

teacher, so if you are interested in doing 

some teaching or co-teaching, please talk 

to Gayle Franck.  
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We offer our prayers and condolences to the family 
of George Mousky who passed away June 1st.   
Funeral services were held at Mt. Olive June 6th and 
interment was at Sunrise Funeral Home and 
Cemetery.  Military honors were presented after the 

funeral.  George will be missed by everyone.  Please keep 
Norma and her family in your prayers as they grieve their loss. 

“For this God is our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even 

to the end.”               Psalm 48:14 

 
We welcome the sons of Jennifer Cline, JaMichael 

and Jachai Cline into membership at Mt. Olive 

through the Sacrament of Baptism June 10
th

.  

Their sponsors were Kathy and Jerry Hass.  

We wish God’s blessings on this family. 

New members are such a treasure because they enrich our 

congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and fellowship 

in the Word of God! 

 

Thank You! 
I walk in danger all the way . . . So confesses the 
hymn writer (LSB#716), and, sadly, such is the case for 
many children in the womb. Thanks to you, for many 
at-risk babies, the mother's womb has once again become the safe 
haven that God intends for it to be. The baby bottle drive 

supporting Duluth's Women's Care Center produced 
over $1,100 this year. Thank you for supporting this 
life-saving cause. And thank you also to the several 
Mt. Olive women who have donated beautiful 
knitted and crocheted baby items for the Crib Club. 
May our Lord continue to bless these gifts lovingly 
given by His people at Mt.Olive. 

 
 

GET WELL SOON! 

Jo Ann Bollman 
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August Anniversaries 

8/01 - Carol & Rick Walczak, 37 years 

8/04 - Walt & Delores Wendling, 70 years 

8/06 - Jon & Carol Farchmin, 41 years 

8/11- Randy & Robin Muench, 28 years 

8/11-    Ray & Virginia Rodenwald, 62 years 

8/18 - Jeff & Julie Reinemann, 39 years 

8/26 -  Brian and Gay Aubin, 51 years 

8/26 -   Seth and Sarah Stepec, 12 years 

 

August Birthdays 

8/02 - Deanna Anderson 8/29 -   Patricia Von Hagel 

8/02 - Samantha Gibson 8/30 -  Jim Frazier 

8/03 -   Greta Wodny 8/31 -   Lois Maine 

8/04 - Jacob Franck 

            Becky Sorenson 

 

8/05 - Lisa Mertz  

8/05 - Marjorie Moen 

8/06 -   Barry Fuchs 

8/07 -   Rosemary Lietzan 

8/11 -   Elle Fuchs 

8/12 -   Jachai Cline 

 

8/13 - David Erven  

8/14 - Richard Holappa  

8/14 -   Shirley Thun 

 

8/15 - Brittany Houselog  

 Jake Tanttari  

8/19 - Sue Brockopp 

8/21 - Edna Hanke 

8/22 - JoAnn Spielman 

8/23 - Julie Igo 

            Alice Meichsner 

8/27 - Carol Weaver 

8/28 -   Jude Fuchs 

 

 

 


